For the Record 


From remarks by Speaker of the House 
Newt Gingrich at a press conference 
yesterday in Washington: 

Q: Would you favor continuing the re- 
quirement for free and reduced price 
lunches which would not be mrlnAvt in; 
the block grant? 

Mr. Gingrich: I would favor a continu- 
ing requirement that aD children have ac- 
cess to school lunch programs, but I would 
also allow states to lode at at what level do 
you subsidize it. Again ... if we’re pre- 
pared to give a $500 tax credit per child 
and if we’re prepared to try to keep taxes 
lower. I’m not sure that you necessarily, 
want to go to having 95 percent of lunch- 
es subsidized in a school where you don’t 
have 95 percent of the children who in 
feet come out of poor families. 

Q: But, Mr. Speaker, even some mem- 
bers of your own party have raised ques- 
tions that by block-granting this money to 
the states during a time of recession some 
states may be forced to cut these pro- 
grams and, in fact, needy children who are - 
dependent on it win be hurt 

A: Well, I mean people — let me say, 
first of all, the current system is not work- 
ing overall. . . . No, no. I’m not talking , 
about the school lunch program. I’m talk- 
ing about overall, okay? And again, start-, 
ing with things like welfare. So part of the 
question is, do you want to keep the cur- 
rent system intart? Second, I think if you 
get to a point where there is a severe re-, 
cession you’d want to lode at bong able to 
give more money to a specific— it’s an ap- 
propriated fund. And if you had a situation 
where the Midwest went through what it 
went through in the mid-’80s, I suspect 
you’d want to look at the option of helping 
them in a time of extreme difficulty. One 
of the things we’re looking into is some- 
thing states do, and that’s es tablishin g a 
rainy day fund, but actually having a real , 
sum of money set aside. 


